10:00 AM KPA HQ
A lawyer is doing the final
review before a claim is

submitted to the KPCC.

10:00 AM PEJE/PEC
KPA Evicts an illegal
occupant.

Status of funding as of January 2008

The KPA operations require an annual budget of ap-
proximately €4.5 million, of which 2/3 is spent on per-
sonnel and 1/3 on operational costs. Incorporating all
current donor commitments, the KPA currently has insuf-
ficient funding which will severely restrict operations as
early as January 2008. Unless further commitments are
made before the end of 2007, the KPA shall be forced to
cease all operational activities by such time. The funding
pledged thus far will allow the Agency to retain logistical
staff on local governmental contracts (KCB), and inter-
national staff provided in kind by UNMIK and the Gov-
ernment of Norway to safeguard equipment, premises
and archives.

Budget 2008 (in €):
Personnel 3,100,000

Operations 1,200,000
Capital investments 500,000
Claim intake operations 100,000
Public information 400,000

Total costs 5,300,000

Foreseeable contributions for 2008 (in €):

Kosovo consolidated budget (KCB) 1,000,000
Switzerland 300,000
Norway (in kind) 840,000
UNMIK (in kind) 480,000

Total 2,620,000

Total shortfall 2008 2,680,000

With a stipulated lifetime of an additional three years, the
KPA will during its total forecast lifetime from April 2006
through December 2010 consume a calculated total of €
22 million. With a stipulated workload of 35,000 cases,
this equals a total cost per processed claim of a very
economical € 630.

Is there any alternative to KPA?

The only alternative to the KPA methodology is the local courts, as the Agency itself was estab-
lished to alleviate the courts of their huge backlog of cases. As of 30 June 2007, some 47,829 civil
disputes were pending before the municipal courts. Further investigation has indicated that this
backlog is growing. A return of the KPA jurisdiction to the courts at this point in time would dra-
matically increase the workload of the courts, further overstretching their capacity, and restricting
their ability to take on additional cases for the foreseeable future. The following examples will help
illustrate the challenges the courts would have to face:

Courts Pending civil Cases resolved Current monthly Pending claims
disputes 1 Jan - 30 Jun production of with KPA
30 June 2007 2007 decisions 15 Nov 2007

Istog/Istok 2,049 255 42.5 4,514

Kliné/Klina 1,967 213 35.5 2,976
Prizren 6,696 488 81.3 2,657
Ferizaj/UroSevac 4,225 194 32.3 2,619
Pejé/Pet 5,814 409 68.1 2,560

If the courts work exclusively on the backlog and do not address any new cases, it will take the
courts of Istog/Istok, Kliné/Klina, Prizren, Ferizaj/UroSevac, and Pejé/Pe¢ nearly 13, 12, 10, 18
and 10 years respectively to remove the back log (ignoring the backlog being built parallel with
this by new claims being received but not addressed).
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Why KPA?

As a consequence of the 1998-1999 armed conflict, a
large number of displaced persons are still residing out-
side of Kosovo. A substantial number of private proper-

Status of KPA operations as of 15 November 2007

Claims collected by region and municipality

Type of property rights and property claimed
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was put in place to address the conflict related disputes
regarding private commercial properties such as shops

Kosovo Wide

Compensation

0

0 . . - Residential 397 744 518
10:00 AM BELGRADE or agricultural land. In his report to the UN Secretary MITROVICE/MITROVICA : al
A claimant submits a claim to . . Leposavia/Leposavié 80 0.3 0 Commercial with
General in 2005, the Special Envoy to Kosovo, Ambas- ~pOsaviq/Lepos: - 0 buildings 114 236 321 102
sador Kai Eide, highlighted illegal occupation of private g";g:(;’:;;’/’v's':?;’:a 14:511 ‘112 - Commercial
. . . . . i . . - TP T
commercial properties, incl. agriculture land, as being S without buildings 6,645 10,149 4,828 4,150
: - VvushtrriZvucitrn 1,194 3.7 © Total 7,156 11,129 5,667 4,580
one of the most serious obstacles to the sustainable re- Zubin Potok 206 0.6 0 . ¢ ! ¢ ¢
. . : % of Claims 22.4 34.8 17.7 14.3
turn of the displaced population. Zveqan/Zveéan 3 0 0
A fair resolution of property rights is paramount for fa- GIILAN/GNIILANE 7156 _— e
cilitating the sustainable return and ensuring the equal Ferizaj/Urogevac 2,619 8.2 155
treatment of all ethnic communities. It is also a prereq- Gjilan/Gnjilane 1,127 3.5 11
uisite for attracting investment in Kosovo and upholding Kaganik/Kaéanik 235 0.7 23 Municipalities with most claims
the rule of law. In recognition of such facts, Standard VI NCUIEIS A S LALER e Zz Municinali Number of % of |
of the Kosovo Standards Implementation Plan focuses Novobérde/Novo Brdo 206 1.6 unicipality umber o 6 of tota
lusivel rtv right Shtérpce/Strpce 105 0.3 0 claims claims
exclusively on property rignts. Viti/ZVitina 1,465 4.6 112 Istog/Istok 4,514 14.1
: . . Kliné/Klina 2,976 9.3
The KPA presents a real opportunity to achieve a fair res- W )
olLition of broperty riahts and to deliver tangible results on 2,657 8.3
10:00 AM LIPJAN/ he P P pR. {1 gS dard: i d 9 h Decan/Decane 501 1.6 23 Ferizaj/UroSevac 2,619 8.2
LIPLJAN the Property Rights . tan ard; its man at.e ensures t.e Gjakové/Dakovica 578 18 28 Peji/Poc 5 560 6.0
A KPA officer is notifying a return of lost possession of private residential,commercial Istog/Istok 4,514 14.1 196 Total 16 326 475
claimed property. and agricultural property to the lawful property right hold- Kliné/Klina 2,976 9.3 147 ' '
ers. Therefore, the Agency is playing a vital role in the Pejé/Peé 2,560 8 109
return of the displaced population and in ensuring that
the Kosovo Cadastre Agency and the municipal cadas- PRISHTINE/PRISTINA 5,667 17.7 204 10:00 AM KPA HQ
tre offices are provided with reliable information on prop- Fushé Kosové/Kosovo Polje 268 0.8 5 A call centre operator is
erty titles, which in turn facilitates economic investment Gllogoc/Glogovac 49 0.2 0 re%“e_?t'r(‘j%_?_ C'a'lrr:ja”t to t
ipj iplj submit aaditional aocuments.
and growth. The settlement status proposed by the UN R AHE e 1,253 39 107
Special Envoy President Martti Ahtisaari acknowledged Obiligsobilic o2t ! 0
P . y . . . g Podujevé/Podujevo 1,849 5.8 42
the vital role being played by the KPA in this regard. Prishting/Pristina 1,738 5.4 47
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“A great number of agricultural and commercial
properties remain occupied. This represents a
serious obstacle to returns and sustainable
livelihoods.”

A KPA officer is visiting
municipal archives in order to
verify documents submitted by
a claimant.

“Due to the general shortcomings in Kosovo’s
rule of law, property owners are only
protected if they are able to protect
themselves.”

Kosovo Ombudsperson, Annual Report 2006-2007

UN Special Envoy Kai Eide
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